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César Chávez and the farmworkers’ struggle for justice polarized the Catholic community in California’s
Central Valley during the 1965–1970 Delano Grape Strike. Because most farmworkers and landowners were
Catholic, the American Catholic Church was placed in the challenging position of choosing sides in an
intrafaith conflict. Twice Chávez petitioned the Catholic Church for help. Finally, in 1969 the American
Catholic hierarchy responded by creating the Bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee on Farm Labor. This committee
of five bishops and two priests traveled California’s Central Valley and mediated a settlement in the five-
year conflict. Within months, a new and more difficult struggle began in California’s lettuce fields. This time
the Catholic Church drew on its long-standing tradition of social teaching and shifted its policy from
neutrality to outright support for César Chávez and his union, the United Farmworkers (UFW). The Bishops’
Committee became so instrumental in the UFW’s success that Chávez declared its intervention “the single
most important thing that has helped us.” Drawing upon rich, untapped archival sources at the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Marco Prouty exposes the American Catholic hierarchy’s internal, and
often confidential, deliberations during the California farm labor crisis of the 1960s and 1970s. He traces the
Church’s gradual transition from reluctant mediator to outright supporter of Chávez, providing an intimate
view of the Church’s decision-making process and Chávez’s steadfast struggle to win rights for farmworkers.
This lucid, solidly researched text will be an invaluable addition to the fields of labor history, social justice,
ethnic studies, and religious history.
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From reader reviews:

Adriana Phillips:

The book Cesar Chavez, the Catholic Bishops, and the Farmworkers' Struggle for Social Justice make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a
book Cesar Chavez, the Catholic Bishops, and the Farmworkers' Struggle for Social Justice to get your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a guide Cesar Chavez, the Catholic
Bishops, and the Farmworkers' Struggle for Social Justice. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Freddie Valdez:

Often the book Cesar Chavez, the Catholic Bishops, and the Farmworkers' Struggle for Social Justice has a
lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Trent Gibson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Cesar Chavez, the Catholic
Bishops, and the Farmworkers' Struggle for Social Justice that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Cesar Chavez, the Catholic Bishops, and the
Farmworkers' Struggle for Social Justice become your starter.

Gigi Brown:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Cesar Chavez, the Catholic Bishops, and the
Farmworkers' Struggle for Social Justice was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Cesar Chavez, the Catholic Bishops, and the Farmworkers' Struggle for Social Justice has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you
can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading that.
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