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Following the condemnation of 219 propositions in philosophy and theology by Étienne Tempier, bishop of
Paris, in 1277, there was a revival of Augustinian thought and a move away from aspects of Aristotelianism
that were – rightly or wrongly – condemned as incompatible with the Christian faith. Henry of Ghent was the
most important representative of such Neo-Augustinian thought in the late thirteenth century. His Summa,
which represents his ordinary lectures at the University of Paris, affords an excellent insight into the
character of theology and philosophy in the years after the death of Aquinas. The first article of the Summa,
translated here, is devoted to the possibility of human knowledge and provides a sophisticated attempt to
combine an Aristotelian empiricism, Platonic exemplarism, and an Augustinian doctrine of divine
illumination. Born no later than 1240, Henry studied arts and theology at the University of Paris, where he
held a chair in theology from 1275 until about 1292. He died on 29 June 1293. His principal works were the
Summa of Ordinary Questions and the Quodlibetal Questions, that is, questions on any subject in theology,
philosophy, or church law that were publicly debated by a master of theology at the end of Advent and Lent.
Article One of the Summa, which contains twelve questions on the possibility of human knowledge, provides
an excellent introduction to Henry’s theory of knowledge with its doctrine of two exemplars and two
intelligible species, one derived by abstraction from the sensible species and the other impressed by a divine
idea. Question one presents and refutes the principal arguments of ancient skepticism. In question two Henry
argues that human beings can know many things without divine illumination, that is, by purely natural
means. In the third question, he argues that, despite many texts from Augustine seemingly to the contrary,
human beings do not have a natu
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From reader reviews:

David Hogan:

The book Henry of Ghent's Summa of Ordinary Questions: Article One: On the Possibility of Knowing can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave a good thing like a book Henry of Ghent's Summa of Ordinary Questions: Article One: On the
Possibility of Knowing? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Henry of Ghent's Summa of Ordinary Questions: Article One: On the Possibility of Knowing has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Glenn Remaley:

This Henry of Ghent's Summa of Ordinary Questions: Article One: On the Possibility of Knowing book is
simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Henry of Ghent's Summa of Ordinary Questions:
Article One: On the Possibility of Knowing without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical
in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Henry of Ghent's Summa of Ordinary Questions: Article
One: On the Possibility of Knowing can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Henry of
Ghent's Summa of Ordinary Questions: Article One: On the Possibility of Knowing having good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Samuel Ware:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Henry of Ghent's
Summa of Ordinary Questions: Article One: On the Possibility of Knowing that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the way for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Henry of
Ghent's Summa of Ordinary Questions: Article One: On the Possibility of Knowing become your current
starter.

David Thompson:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just



laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Henry of Ghent's Summa of Ordinary
Questions: Article One: On the Possibility of Knowing can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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