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"IT'S CHOCKABLOCK WITH CURIOUS LORE....[James and Thorpe] have amassed scores of persuasive
testimonials of primeval ingenuity."
--The Boston Globe
We in the twentieth century tend to assume that our era has a monopoly on the inventions of clever
machines, labor-saving devices, feats of engineering, and advanced technology. But as the authors of this
fascinating and eye-opening book reveal, some of humankind's most important and most amazing inventions
actually date back thousands of years.
Historian Peter James and archaeologist Nick Thorpe have pooled their expertise in amassing this
compendium of human ingenuity through the ages. Together they conclusively prove that our ancestors,
however long ago they lived and whatever part of the globe they occupied, were brilliant problem-solvers.
Written with the pure joy of discovery, Ancient Inventions reveals that:
* Medieval Baghdad had an efficient postal service, banks, and a paper mill.
* Rudimentary calendars were being used in France as early as 13,000 B.C.
* Apartment condominiums rose in deserts of the American Southwest a
thousand years ago.
* The ancient Greeks used an early form of computer.
* Plastic surgery was being performed in India by the first century B.C.
* The Egyptians knew about effective contraceptives.
* Flamethrowers were used in battles waged in tenth-century China.
Brimming with odd facts and entertaining curiosities, written with zest and humor, comprehensive and fun to
read, Ancient Inventions is a wonderful celebration of the endless inventiveness of the human mind.
"This presentation of the discoveries and innovations of the ancients will fascinate."
--Booklist
"Thoroughly researched...It is doubtful that anyone could examine [this book] without coming away
enlightened in one of its broadly ranging areas."
--Library Journal
AN ALTERNATE SELECTION OF THE QUALITY PAPERBACK BOOK CLUB AND THE NATURAL
SCIENCE BOOK CLUB
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From reader reviews:

Corene Albert:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Ancient Inventions. Try to the actual book Ancient
Inventions as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

James Stumbaugh:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Ancient Inventions?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

William Watts:

The reserve untitled Ancient Inventions is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Ancient
Inventions from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Nellie Nelson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Ancient Inventions this publication consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research
when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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