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Was Little Jack Horner a squatter? "Baa Baa Black Sheep" a bleat about taxation? What did Jack and Jill
really do on that hill? Chris Roberts reveals the seamy and quirky stories behind our favorite nursery rhymes.

Nursery rhymes are rarely as innocent as they seem—there is a wealth of concealed meaning in our familiar
childhood verse. More than a century after Queen Victoria decided that children were better off without the
full story, London librarian Chris Roberts brings the truth to light. He traces the origins of the subtle phrases
and antiquated references, revealing religious hatred, political subversion, and sexual innuendo.

Roberts reveals that when Jack, nimble and quick, jumped over a candlestick, he was reenacting a popular
sport that tested whether a person was lean and healthy. Humpty Dumpty was actually a cannon mounted on
the walls of a church in Colchester, blown up during the English Civil War. Few know that the cockles in
"Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary" actually refer to cuckolds in the promiscuous court of Mary Queen of Scots.
Or that "Rub-a-dub-dub, three maids in a tub" was inspired by a fairground peepshow.

A fascinating history lesson that makes astonishing connections to contemporary popular culture, Heavy
Words Lightly Thrown is for Anglophiles, parents, history buffs, and anyone who has ever wondered about
the origins of rhymes. The book features a glossary of slang and historical terms, and spooky silhouettes of
nursery-rhyme characters to accompany the rhymes. Mother Goose will never look the same again.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Graves:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Heavy Words Lightly Thrown: The Reason Behind the Rhyme. Try to
make book Heavy Words Lightly Thrown: The Reason Behind the Rhyme as your pal. It means that it can to
get your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Pamela Rhodes:

This Heavy Words Lightly Thrown: The Reason Behind the Rhyme book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This specific Heavy Words Lightly Thrown: The Reason Behind the Rhyme
without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be
worry Heavy Words Lightly Thrown: The Reason Behind the Rhyme can bring if you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone.
This Heavy Words Lightly Thrown: The Reason Behind the Rhyme having very good arrangement in word
as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Robert Spann:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Heavy Words
Lightly Thrown: The Reason Behind the Rhyme, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Richard Pascual:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Heavy Words Lightly Thrown: The Reason Behind the Rhyme when you necessary it?
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