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The fifth volume of the annotated selected letters of Benjamin Britten - edited by Philip Reed and Mervyn
Cooke - covers the years 1958-65, during which he wrote two major operatic works, A Midsummer Night's
Dream and the ground-breaking Curlew River, and his pacifist choral masterpiece, War Requiem. Other
significant compositions from the period include the orchestral song-cycle Nocturne, the first of the cello
pieces for Rostropovich, and settings of poems by Blake and Pushkin. Correspondents include friends, fellow
artists and collaborators such as William Plomer (librettist of Curlew River), Edith Sitwell, E. M. Forster,
Christopher Isherwood, Robert Graves, the Earl of Harewood, Yehudi Menuhin, Mstislav Rostropovich,
Galina Vishnevskaya, Dmitri Shostakovich, Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau, Barbara Hepworth and Duncan Grant,
as well as Britten's partner and principal interpreter, Peter Pears. The volume charts the peak of Britten's
position as one of the leading figures of the international musical establishment as composer, conductor and
pianist, and his continuing involvement with the Aldeburgh Festival and the English Opera Group. The
deterioration in Britten's relationship with Boosey & Hawkes, his publishers since the mid-1930s, is closely
documented, as is the founding, at the composer's instigation, of the new publishing house of Faber Music in
1964. Central to the period is the composer's warm friendship with musicians from the Soviet Union, and
Britten and Pears's visits to Moscow, Leningrad and Armenia are charted in detail. Published in association
with The Britten-Pears Foundation.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Hughes:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Letters from a Life:
The Selected Letters of Benjamin Britten, 1913-1976: Volume Five: 1958-1965 (Selected Letters of Britten)
suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled
Letters from a Life: The Selected Letters of Benjamin Britten, 1913-1976: Volume Five: 1958-1965
(Selected Letters of Britten)is the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Adeline Bonds:

This Letters from a Life: The Selected Letters of Benjamin Britten, 1913-1976: Volume Five: 1958-1965
(Selected Letters of Britten) is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information
for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data
accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Letters from a Life: The Selected
Letters of Benjamin Britten, 1913-1976: Volume Five: 1958-1965 (Selected Letters of Britten) in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication
that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Helen Richards:

The book untitled Letters from a Life: The Selected Letters of Benjamin Britten, 1913-1976: Volume Five:
1958-1965 (Selected Letters of Britten) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of
literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Tyler Cote:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that



reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by
book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Letters from a Life: The
Selected Letters of Benjamin Britten, 1913-1976: Volume Five: 1958-1965 (Selected Letters of Britten).
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