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The Reformation's war against the saints and their miracles is well known. The story of the Protestant
Reformers' embrace of natural wonders as miracles that could similarly spur piety and moral discipline is
much less familiar. In Miracles and the Protestant Imagination, Philip M. Soergel examines the sixteenth-
century Lutheran wonder books, works filled with accounts of monstrous births, celestial apparitions, natural
disasters, plagues, and other seemingly aberrant events occurring in the natural world.

Soergel traces the inspiration behind these books to a widespread appropriation of wonders that was taking
place throughout late-medieval and early-modern Europe. As sixteenth-century rulers stocked their curiosity
cabinets with all manner of strange and confounding bits of nature collected from the far corners of the
globe, evangelical theologians, too, compiled enormous compendia filled with accounts of fantastic events
long recorded in the natural world. Many embraced such tales to satisfy an innate curiosity about nature and
its often incomprehensible processes, but Germany's devout evangelicals relied upon them to warn of
imminent Apocalypse, to drive home the full scope of human depravity, and to encourage the repentant to
keep the Law of an angry, Deuteronomic God.

Luther had dismissed natural signs as inferior when compared against the testimony of the scriptures.
Nevertheless, inspired by Melanchthon and other contemporaries who embraced history, natural philosophy,
and rhetoric as proofs for Christian doctrine, the authors of late-Reformation wonder books fashioned natural
signs into powerful defenses of treasured evangelical principles. In so doing, their works revealed the
tensions as well as fears at play within a maturing Reformation movement as it faced mounting internal
dissension and external pressures from Calvinism and resurgent Catholicism.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Reynolds:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Miracles and the
Protestant Imagination: The Evangelical Wonder Book in Reformation Germany (Oxford Studies in
Historical Theology) book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Lynnette Cash:

This Miracles and the Protestant Imagination: The Evangelical Wonder Book in Reformation Germany
(Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Miracles and the Protestant Imagination: The Evangelical Wonder
Book in Reformation Germany (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) can be one of several great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with
information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Miracles and the
Protestant Imagination: The Evangelical Wonder Book in Reformation Germany (Oxford Studies in
Historical Theology) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Gary Lewis:

Miracles and the Protestant Imagination: The Evangelical Wonder Book in Reformation Germany (Oxford
Studies in Historical Theology) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Miracles and the Protestant Imagination:
The Evangelical Wonder Book in Reformation Germany (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) yet doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Rachel Cady:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.



Every year had been exactly added. This book Miracles and the Protestant Imagination: The Evangelical
Wonder Book in Reformation Germany (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology) was filled in relation to
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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