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Throughout most of the twentieth century, American military personnel were drafted into service. A
conscripted force served the nation in both world wars, Korea, and Vietnam. But in the late 1960s, the draft
came under intense scrutiny and was viewed by the American public with growing dissatisfaction and a
sense of inequity. The mounting unease over the draft prompted President Richard Nixon to establish a
special commission—The President’s Commission on an All-Volunteer Armed Force, also known as the
Gates Commission—to study the alternatives. After much debate within the Administration and Congress
over the feasibility and affordability of a volunteer military, the draft was abolished, and on July 1, 1973, the
All-Volunteer Force (AVF) was born. It was perhaps the most important transformation of the U.S. military
in the past century.

Editors Bicksler, Gilroy, and Warner have presented the proceedings of a high-level conference
commemorating the thirtieth anniversary of the AVF. Their book begins with reflections from several of the
Gates Commission members on the beginnings of the AVF and its many successes over the years. The
balance of the volume is devoted to the challenges the Department of Defense will face in sustaining the
AVF in the future in light of recent U.S. troop commitments around the globe. Topics addressed include
future recruiting and retention, Reserve component contributions, and transformation in military manpower
and personnel policy.

The All-Volunteer Service is a vital resource for defense professionals, journalists, politicians, and all
citizens concerned about future U.S. defense policy.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua West:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this The All- Volunteer Force: Thirty Years of Service, you can tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Helen Albertson:

The publication with title The All- Volunteer Force: Thirty Years of Service has a lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Jean Fair:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The All- Volunteer Force: Thirty
Years of Service publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question The All- Volunteer
Force: Thirty Years of Service as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Larry Huff:

The book untitled The All- Volunteer Force: Thirty Years of Service contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author gives
you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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